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M     otor homes and recreational vehicles have become
increasingly popular over the last years – also for young
people. There is hardly a travel trend more appealing
right now, as evidenced by millions of posts on Instagram

under the hashtag #vanlife. They show that van life is about freedom,
following the call of the road and spending the night on secluded
beaches or in remote mountain areas under thousands of stars. It is a 
special way to see and experience the world.

For Mercedes-Benz, this vehicle market has been an important segment
since the first Marco Polo was launched in 1984, based on the «Bremer
Transporter». Since 2015, the Marco Polo has been based on the
V-Class MPV. Today, two so-called recreational vehicles complement
the van life portfolio: the Marco Polo ACTIVITY and the Marco Polo
HORIZON. 

This magazine invites you on an informative journey of discovery that
covers #vanlife and the compact camper van #MercedesMarcoPolo.

Welcome to the
van life adventure. 
Have fun with the 

Marco Polo!
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This is a 
van’s world
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Van life might 
be a hashtag, but 
it’s much more 
than simply road 
trip pics.

EMBRACES our nomadic roots

DESCRIBES the act of making a 
rolling home out of your vehicle – 
if only for a couple of days – and 
traveling off the beaten track

CELEBRATES freedom, escapism, 
self-sufficiency and the beauty 
that lies within simplicity
 
VALUES new experiences

IS ABOUT gazing at the sunset 
on an isolated beach, watching 
millions of stars at night, and 
soaking in the early morning sun

IS AN EXPRESSION of the longing 
for closeness to nature
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Van life has been around since at least the 
1960s. It was popularised by members of the 
youth movement who started living out of their 
vehicles. It used to be looked down upon, but 
nowadays the practice is widely accepted.

Did you know that «van» is 
informal shorthand for:

«Caravan» is a group of travellers 
journeying together for safety. 

While we’re at it: the very first «gentleman’s caravan» was 
6 m long, 3.5 m high and 1.8 m wide. The Englishman, 
William Gordon Stables, used the vehicle, which was custom-
made by Bristol Wagon & Carriage Works, to travel the 
length of Great Britain in 1885. He called it: 

“The wanderer”
“Caravan”

Origins:

 USA

of van lifers live in 
their van full-time 
(Statistics Report 2018 
by Outbound Living) 

49%
Van life has also been blowing up 
on social media lately:

> 10 million 
Instagram posts use the 
hashtag #vanlife

> 4 million 
Instagram posts use the 
hashtag #campervan

The hashtag was first used and 
popularised in 2011 by Foster 
Huntington, who decided to trade 
in his life as a corporate employee 
for the freedom of living in a van. 
One of his other hashtag creations:has become a popular lifestyle with its very own culture. 

Van lifers run lifestyle blogs, have their own magazines and 
communities and have even developed their own vocabulary. #homeiswhereyouparkit

VAN LIFE
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Experience
van life in
the Marco Polo
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1984 1996

Marco Polo based on the T1
The first Marco Polo was among the 
compact camper vans par excellence in
the 1980s which defined the segment.
Its most characteristic features: The stubby 
bonnet, the Bahamas beige paint and the 
beige-brown interior which, at the time, 
was considered the ultimate #interiorgoal 
for demanding campers. Since the T1 base 
vehicle was initially produced in Bremen,
it was nicknamed the «Bremer Transporter». 
With a height of 2.97 metres it had an 
impressive appearance. The facelift followed
in 1988.

Marco Polo based on the Vito
A reduction in height to shorter than two metres
and the introduction of a pop-up roof clearly 
made the second Marco Polo generation –
based on the Vito van – more suitable for 
garages. The interior gained more functionality 
as well: The seat bench/bunk in the rear was 
mounted on a rail system and could be moved, 
practical roller shutters for the cupboards were 
installed, the table could be stowed away in 
the panelling of the sliding door and, thanks to 
a foot-operated parking brake, the passage to 
the rear became freely accessible. The facelift 
followed in 1999.

Living history
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2003 2015

Marco Polo based on the Viano
The third Marco Polo generation, based
on the Viano van, made significant progress
in terms of comfort and with it, set new 
accents in the compact camper van segment.
An electrically operated pop-up roof, a 
comfortable roof bed with point-elastic spring
elements – awarded a seal of quality in 
Germany for back health – and a rear-seat 
bench with electrically folding backrests
and air cushions in the seat bolsters for 
better lateral support were just some of
the many improvements. The facelift followed
in 2010.   

Marco Polo based on the V-Class
The fourth Marco Polo generation, based on
the V-Class MPV, has completely redefined
the level of aesthetics and comfort. The interior
now resembles an exclusive lounge from
the cockpit through to the living area with,
for example, flooring with a yacht-decking
look, atmospheric LED interior lighting –
including optional ambient light – and a
wide choice of trim elements and upholsteries.
The 2019 facelift and further updates in
the following years add even more - such
as the revolutionary #MBUX infotainment 
system and the innovative #MBAC camper 
control unit, which turn the Marco Polo into
a smart home for travellers and digital
nomads alike. 

In 1984, the name of the Venetian explorer Marco Polo
became synonymous with the compact camper van made by 
Mercedes-Benz. The first model was based on the T1, which 
went down in van history as the «Bremer Transporter» and is now
a coveted classic vehicle. Since 2015, the Marco Polo has
been based on the V-Class MPV. Over the years, the camper van 
with the three-pointed star has become more and more
compact and as such, more suitable for everyday use. Its current
external dimensions of 5.14 metres length and 1.93 metres 
width (without mirrors) allow for easy handling and high

manoeuvrability - even in city traffic. And with its height of
1.98 metres, it can easily enter all standard garages and car 
parks. In addition, the Marco Polo has become increasingly
stylish. It is now available with various design packages including
the AMG Line. The basic living concept has remained unchanged 
since the first generation, yet has become more functional and
comfortable over time: The Marco Polo still comes as standard 
with a roof bed, a seat bench/bunk in the rear and a kitchenette 
with a sink, gas cooker and compressor cool box as well as 
cupboard and drawer modules, among other features.
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DOWNLOAD PHOTOS AND
FOOTAGE OF THE MARCO POLO

https://media.mercedes-benz.com/ 
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Hey Mercedes…

… I’m cold!

... are we there yet?
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... take me to the 
closest desert!

MBUX multimedia system
The Marco Polo reaches the next level of automotive 
intelligence in the compact camper van segment – 
equipped with the intuitively operating MBUX multi- 
media system as a standard feature. Thanks to 
artificial intelligence and customisability, it has a 
high capacity to learn and adapts to the user. Its 
voice control system recognises almost every imaginable 
sentence. Even indirect speech is understood – 
you can just tell your camper van: «I’m cold» and the 
temperature is raised. The voice control system is either 
activated by pressing a button on the steering 
wheel or with the simple «Hey Mercedes» command.

Free-standing touchscreen
With the introduction of MBUX, the Marco Polo 
comes with a high-resolution, 10.25-inch touchscreen 
with brilliant graphics and a touchpad on the centre 
console, which even recognises handwriting. Using 
touch gestures, the displayed content can easily be 
enlarged or moved, especially convenient if a precise 
view of the navigation map is needed.

Connected to your smartphone
USB-C connections allow tablets or mobile phones to 
be charged with all the familiar advantages of the USB-C 
standard, such as an increased charging current. With 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, it is also possible to 
mirror the user interfaces of all common smartphone 
operating systems on the central display.

… play my road 
trip playlist!
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Home is where
you park it
In the shade
The Marco Polo comes optionally with two camping chairs and a 
table, which are stored in a bag in the boot under the bed extension. 
An optional awning above the sliding door provides for sufficient 
shade in the middle of nature. It is detachable and can be removed 
in winter, for example.
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Home is where
you park it

Work on your laptop surrounded by nature, let your gaze wander over
awe-inspiring landscapes, have dinner with a view of the sunset and watch 
the stars from your bed at night. All of this is van life, and the Marco Polo
makes it possible in a particularly comfortable way. With a beautiful ambience, 
freedom and independence can be enjoyed to the fullest.

EASY-UP
The pop-up roof is made of glass fibre reinforced plastic, 
which prevents thermal bridges and allows for comfortable 
sleep at night. If desired, it can also be opened at the touch 
of a button - with the electric EASY-UP pop-up roof.
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Dishes and food well stored 
One large and two smaller self-closing drawers and a 
cupboard with a sliding door offer plenty of space for 
pots and crockery as well as for other food supplies. 
The smaller drawers can also be opened when the bed 
is set up.

Let the sunshine in
The kitchenette is equipped with a two-flame gas cooker,
a sink and a compressor cool box. The covers for the 
different work areas are made of easy-care smoked 
safety glass to let the sunlight in. The glass covers
can be opened individually and thus provide for a flexible 
storage space.
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Cook it upCook it up

Keeping it cool
The 40-litre compressor cool box offers enough space for drinks or –
with a cooling capability of up to -18 degrees Celsius – even frozen 
food such as ice cream.

Cozy dining  
To save space, the folding table is attached to the kitchenette unit 
and can easily be moved back and forth. It can seat up to four 
people. When folded up, it is vertically locked next to the bench. 
For seating four, the driver’s seat can be rotated by 140° and the 
passenger seat by 180°. For more headroom, the roof bed can be 
folded up at the front when the roof is up.
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Sweet dreams
for four

Roof bed with a view
The 2.05 metre by 1.13 metre roof bed consists of a 
high-quality cold foam mattress and point-elastic spring 
elements, which allow for a comfortable and ergonomic 
lying position. The textile bellows of the roof are opaque, 
waterproof and breathable. Two ventilation slits at the 
sides and an optional front opening with zippers provide 
fresh air when opened. The electrically operated glass 
sunroof, which is available as an option, offers a direct 
view to the stars from the roof bed.
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Second double bed at the touch of a button
The rear seat bench can be converted into a 2.03 metre by 1.13 metre
double bed at the touch of a button. In the reclining position, air is 
released from the side bolsters and the seat bench lifts up to hide 
the seatbelt buckles. The backrest of the seat bench is divided into 
two parts and can be adjusted electrically on each side. What’s 
more: The bed extension can be raised as a headboard. For fresh air 
and a spectacular view of the outside from the «bench bed», the rear 
window can be opened separately.
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Fully prepared

Smart wardrobe 
Who said that van life automatically comes with 
wrinkled clothes? The clothes bar in the Marco Polo 
keeps them crease-free. Another practical detail is
the illuminated make-up mirror with a compartment 
for make-up and other utensils in the door.

Fully energising 
230-volt and 12-volt power sockets as well as
USB charging ports are distributed throughout the 
living area. 

Individually illuminated
Atmospheric LED lighting concept: The living area 
has large, dimmable main lights, reading lamps 
and an optional ambient light in the kitchenette. 
Under the roof, dimmable gooseneck lamps create 
an individual lighting ambiance.  

Even more storage space
The roof storage box and the drawer under the rear 
seat bench offer plenty of space to store many things. 
The drawer is removable. This allows the boot to be 
enlarged to accommodate bulky items such as skis.
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SWITCHING THE INTERIOR LIGHTING ON/OFF,
INCLUDING AMBIENT LIGHT, ADJUSTING THE
BRIGHTNESS LEVEL AND COLOUR TEMPERATURE

SETTING THE TEMPERATURE OF THE 
WARM-AIR AUXILIARY HEATING, 
INCLUDING TIME CONTROL AND 
PROGRAMMING NIGHT REDUCTION

SETTING THE TEMPERATURE 
OF THE COOL BOX 

OPENING AND CLOSING THE 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATED 
GLASS SUNROOF

Smart home 
on wheels
With just a few clicks for a cosy evening: dim the lights, turn on the music and 
lower the fridge temperature for cold drinks - all without getting up. Thanks to 
the innovative Mercedes-Benz Advanced Control unit (MBAC), the Marco Polo 
is a #smarthomeonwheels. The 10.25-inch touchscreen in the cockpit, along with a 
smartphone app, can be used to centrally – and intuitively – operate a wide range of 
functions in the living area. A comprehensive warning concept ensures that you 
know at all times whether the camper van is ready for departure before you set off.
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OPENING AND CLOSING THE 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATED 
POP-UP ROOF

CONTROLLING THE SOUND SYSTEM, 
FROM BASS-INTENSITY ADJUSTMENT 
TO SOUND FOCUS 

CHECKING THE 
CHARGE LEVEL OF THE 
AUXILIARY BATTERY

CHECKING THE LEVELS OF 
THE FRESH WATER AND GREY 
WATER TANKS

Mercedes me connect
The #MercedesMeConnect services add to the connectivity experience of the
Marco Polo with the free basic services of maintenance management, accident 
recovery and breakdown management as well as telediagnostics and remote vehicle
diagnostics. Further optional services include, for instance, vehicle setup services 
such as remote monitoring of tyre pressure and fuel level, vehicle monitoring with 
geofencing and vehicle tracking, navigation with live traffic, weather and the ability
to send routes and POIs to the vehicle as well as multimedia with internet in the car.
The Mercedes me connect services can be called up either in the vehicle using 
MBUX or from anywhere via a smartphone app.
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Travelling
safe and sound

Numerous safety
and assistance systems
available  
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360° CAMERA
It provides a bird’s-eye view of the vehicle in the 
central display, allowing a realistic all-round view 
when parking and manoeuvring.

ACTIVE PARKING ASSIST
It can detect parking spaces and supports with 
active steering interventions when parking in 
longitudinal or lateral parking spaces. ACTIVE BRAKE ASSIST

Can detect a risk of collision with a vehicle in 
front, giving a visual and audible warning signal.
If the driver fails to react, the system can actively 
support evasive and braking manoeuvres. In city 
traffic, the system can also react to stationary 
obstacles or pedestrians crossing the road. 

CROSSWIND ASSIST
It can detect lane displacement caused by strong 
crosswind gusts and assists the driver in keeping 
the lane.

LANE KEEPING ASSIST
It can warn the driver when the vehicle is 
unintentionally drifting out of its lane. 

ACTIVE DISTANCE ASSIST DISTRONIC
The radar-based system automatically maintains 
the distance to vehicles in front and can relieve 
the driver during motorway trips or in stop-and-go 
traffic.

ATTENTION ASSIST
It can help prevent nodding off at the wheel by 
suggesting a break when fatigue or increased 
driver inattention is detected.

PRE-SAFE®
It can recognise critical driving situations and 
initiate precautionary occupant protection measures.

TRAFFIC SIGN ASSIST
It can support the driver by displaying the detected 
speed limits as well as entry and overtaking
prohibitions.

BLIND SPOT ASSIST
It can help to more effectively monitor the blind 
spots at the side of the camper van. 

MERCEDES-BENZ EMERGENCY CALL SYSTEM
In the case of an accident, it can help to
significantly reduce the time it takes for the
rescue services to arrive at the scene.

INTELLIGENT LIGHT SYSTEM
The full-LED system offers dynamic bend lighting, 
cornering lights and dynamic headlamp levelling on 
country roads and motorways as well as automatic 
illumination of the vehicle surroundings after removing
the key.

HIGHBEAM ASSIST PLUS
It supports the driver by continuously optimising 
the illumination of the road ahead. When oncoming 
or preceding vehicles are detected, the LEDs of
the main beam modules are partially switched off 
and each produce a U-shaped light cut-out to
avoid dazzling others. 

Such as:
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Hit the road

Marco Polo
220 d

Marco Polo
220 d 4MATIC

Marco Polo
250 d

Marco Polo
250 d 4MATIC

Marco Polo
300 d

Marco Polo
300 d 4MATIC

Rated output (kW/hp) 120/163 120/163 140/190 140/190 174/237 174/237 

Rated torque (Nm) 380 380 440 440 500 (+30) 500 (+30) 

Fuel consumption combined (l/100 km) 8.5 9.1 8.8 9.2 8.8 9.2

CO2 emissions combined (g/km) 224 240 231 242 231 242

Acceleration 0–100 km/h (s) 12.3 13.7 11.3–11.4 11.8 8.8 9.1

Top speed km/h 192 185 198–199 196–197 214 211

Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them are dirt. The 
Marco Polo is best equipped to follow the saying coined by Scottish-
American naturalist and environmental philosopher John Muir – and to
live the idea of van life: searching for spots off the beaten paths, sleeping
in remote places amongst nature, meeting new people and learning
about new cultures. 

For this, the Marco Polo features the well renowned OM 654 four-
cylinder diesel engine from Mercedes-Benz in three output levels – from 
163 hp to 237 hp. The top motorisation develops a maximum torque of
500 Newton metres. During acceleration a further 30 Newton metres
(«overtorque») are available. The Marco Polo 300 d accelerates from 0 to 
100 km/h in 8.8 seconds and reaches a top speed of 214 km/h. Thanks 
to the integrated technological approach consisting of the stepped-bowl 
combustion process, dynamic multi-way exhaust gas recirculation and the 
close-coupled exhaust-gas aftertreatment system, the Marco Polo drives
not only dynamically but also efficiently. 

All variants are available with rear or all-wheel drive and come with the 
nine-speed 9G-TRONIC automatic transmission as standard, providing 
fast gearshifts and smooth transitions. Thanks to multiple downshifts, it 
also skips several gears if necessary, thus enabling spontaneous, powerful 
intermediate spurts. At the same time, the automatic system contributes 
to improved consumption and emission levels.

A further technological highlight, guaranteeing great driving fun and comfort, 
is the optional AIRMATIC air suspension system.
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Marco Polo
220 d

Marco Polo
220 d 4MATIC

Marco Polo
250 d

Marco Polo
250 d 4MATIC

Marco Polo
300 d

Marco Polo
300 d 4MATIC

Rated output (kW/hp) 120/163 120/163 140/190 140/190 174/237 174/237 

Rated torque (Nm) 380 380 440 440 500 (+30) 500 (+30) 

Fuel consumption combined (l/100 km) 8.5 9.1 8.8 9.2 8.8 9.2

CO2 emissions combined (g/km) 224 240 231 242 231 242

Acceleration 0–100 km/h (s) 12.3 13.7 11.3–11.4 11.8 8.8 9.1

Top speed km/h 192 185 198–199 196–197 214 211

#roadslikethese 
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One way –
or another 

Based on the V-Class MPV, the Marco Polo HORIZON 
puts a lot of emphasis on a stylish appearance. It can 
be customised with a wide range of design packages, 
including the AMG Line. The popular MBUX multimedia 
system comes with it as standard.

HORIZON
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#MercedesMarcoPoloFamily – the right travel companion for 
everyone and every occasion: The fully equipped Marco Polo 
camper van is complemented by the Marco Polo HORIZON and 
Marco Polo ACTIVITY. All three model variants have formed the 
Marco Polo family since 2017. Without a kitchenette and ward-
robe, the Marco Polo HORIZON and Marco Polo ACTIVITY are 
so-called recreational vehicles – more suited to weekend trips 
and outdoor activities than to extensive vacations. They come 
as standard with a pop-up roof with a double bed, an optional 

external power connection and, depending on seating
configuration, a bench seat that can be converted into another 
bed for three. The possible seating options range from the
standard five-seater to the seven-seater. All seats can be moved 
on rails. This means that – thanks to no camping furniture
blocking space - the load volume of the boot can be increased
to about twice its size in no time, making enough room to
transport even bikes or surfboards.

The entry-level model in the Marco Polo family:
The Marco Polo ACTIVITY is based on the Vito van and, 
with that, is characterised by its functionality and 
robustness. 

Activity
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The Marco Polo family goes global and is available in more than 
15 European markets as well as overseas.

The globetrotters
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Australia
Austria 
Belgium 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
France 
Germany 

Great Britain 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India
Italy
Japan
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania  
Slovak Republic 
Slovenia
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland

Available 

among

others

in...
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Van life is about relaxation, 
freedom and deciding anew 
every day where to go.
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Say yes to 
new adventures
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Global Communications Mercedes-Benz Cars & Vans
70546 Stuttgart, Germany
www.mercedes-benz.com; www.media.mercedes-benz.com
Mercedes-Benz AG
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